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Kathyrn Sheridan of Sustainability Consult reports from Brussels on the latest political and 
environmental issues, starting with the question: is EU waste policy just spitting in the wind?

P
ic

tu
re

 c
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 t
he

 S
co

tt
is

h 
E

nv
ir

on
m

en
t 

P
ro

te
ct

io
n 

A
g

en
cy

 (
SE

PA
)

AHID$$$$$9.+27$OPPQ40

M!R9!@ST



&#--%4!"1+",#%1!%>#6%7!)1,"/1#-.?%1'#%
@,<2+*,1#,($A*3,)27$/*#'$,*($*,76$
("2,:$&-*3($("#$#)*,*16U$+#)6)72,4E'$
'(+&(#42)$#,<2+*,1#,(&7$21.*+(&,)#$
&,/$("#$)*,(+2-3(2*,$(*$1&(#+2&7$
#=24+#"4.%/"0%#"#)3.%$/*+"3%&#)#%
&7'*$1#,(2*,#/8$9))*+/2,4$(*$("#$
.&.#+=$&,$#'(21&(#/$OPP1$(*,,#'$*0$
AVO$#K32<&7#,($2'$'&<#/$-6$+#)6)72,4$
1#(&7'=$47&''=$.&.#+$&,/$.7&'(2)'8
!"#$A*3,)27$)*,)73'2*,'$'(&(#$("&($

&$7&+4#$,31-#+$*0$1#1-#+$'(&(#'$&+#$
)*,)#+,#/$-6$("#$/#)72,#$2,$/#1&,/$
0*+$+#)6)7#/$1&(#+2&7'$&,/$W,*(#/$
("#$,##/$0*+$'"*+($&,/$7*,4F(#+1$
1#&'3+#'X$(*$&//+#''$("#$'2(3&(2*,8$
L3($%"&($)&,$-#$/*,#$(*$-**'($
+#)6)72,4$2,$@3+*.#$&,/$(*$)+#&(#$&$
8/)@#1%=!)%)#4.4-#0%()!0,41$A%B/"02--%
-&,'$&,/$-2,$(&;#'$#,)*3+&4#$("#$
'#.&+&(2*,$&,/$+#)6)72,4$*0$%&'(#=$
-3($&+#$)#+(&2,76$,*($%2/#'.+#&/$
&)+*''$@3+*.#8$!"#$A*3,)27E'$.&.#+$
'#('$*3($&$,31-#+$*0$&+#&'=$2,)73/2,4$
+#/3)2,4$("#$&/12,2'(+&(2<#$-3+/#,$
2,$)#+(&2,$&+#&'=$&'$%#77$&'$&$03(3+#$
+#<2'2*,$*0$("#$H??A$Y2+#)(2<#8$@;2'(2,4$
7#42'7&(2*,=$'3)"$&'$("&($*,$#)*F/#'24,$
%2("$2('$W+#)6)7&-272(6$)+2(#+2&X=$
#,#+46F3'2,4$.+*/3)('$&,/$("#$I&'(#$
7)/8#&!)@%C+)#41+*#?%$'!,-0%/--%>#%
3'#/$(*$'3..*+($%&'(#$+#/3)(2*,Z$
-3($1*+#$,##/'$(*$-#$/*,#8$

S+##,$?+*)3+#1#,(

SR@@[$?CL\HA$.+*)3+#1#,($2'$'##,$
&'$&$%&6$(*$)+#&(#$&$1&+:#($2,$("#$
7*,4#+F(#+1$&,/$("#$.+*)3+#1#,($
*0$+#)6)7#/$1&(#+2&7'$-6$-3'2,#''#'$
'"*37/$-#$W#,)*3+&4#/X8$]9!$&,/$
*("#+$(&;$2,'(+31#,('$(*$#,)*3+&4#$
1*+#$#,<2+*,1#,(&776F'*3,/$-#"&<2*3+$
&#)#%D!/1#0%>,1%/".%4!"4)#1#%+"+1+/1+*#%
*,$("2'$%*37/$"&<#$(*$)*1#$0+*1$@C$
2"/"4#%8+"+$1#)$6%E$%1'#%>!11!8%'/$%
0&77#,$*3($*0$("#$1&+:#($0*+$+#)6)72,4$
.**+76F'*+(#/$&,/$)*,(&12,&(#/$%&'(#=$
("#$@C$'344#'('$21.+*<2,4$)*77#)(2*,$
&,/$'*+(2,4$&($&$,&(2*,&7$7#<#78
!"#$A*3,)27$-#72#<#'$#;2'(2,4$

+#)6)72,4$(&+4#('$'"*37/$-#$:#.(=$0*+$
1'#%$/@#%!=%(,>-+4%4!"20#"4#?%/"0%
2'$#<#,$)*,'2/#+2,4$1&:2,4$&$.3-72)$
'(&(#1#,($(*$(+6$(*$-**'($+#)6)72,48$9'$
0&+$&'$.3-72)$'3..*+($*0$4*<#+,1#,($
2,$&$+#)#''2*,$4*#'=$&':2,4$("#$.3-72)$
(*$'3..*+($&$.&+(2)37&+$&)(2<2(6$)*37/$
#,/$3.$-#2,4$)*3,(#+.+*/3)(2<#8
9$+#.*+($+#7#&'#/$2,$#&+76$D&+)"$

=)!8%1'#%;FG$%$1/1+$1+4$%!=24#?%
@3+*'(&(=$+#.*+(#/$("&($^Q$.#+)#,($*0$
13,2)2.&7$%&'(#$2,$("#$@C$2'$+#)6)7#/$
*+$)*1.*'(#/8$V0$("#$+#1&2,2,4$
&/$1#?%HI%(#)4#"1%+$%-/"02--#0%
&,/$OP$.#+)#,($2,)2,#+&(#/=$-3($
("#$4#*4+&."2)$-+#&:/*%,$*0$("2'$
2,0*+1&(2*,$1&:#'$0*+$2,(#+#'(2,4$
+#&/2,48$A*,(+&+6$(*$%"&($124"($-#$
#;.#)(#/=$Y#,1&+:$4#,#+&(#'$("#$
1*'($13,2)2.&7$%&'(#$2,$("#$@C$%2("$
_P`:4$.#+$.#+'*,=$%2("$("#$7*%#'($
-#2,4$("#$AB#)"$R#.3-72)$&($OQa:4$.#+$
.#+'*,8$97("*34"$'*1#$1#1-#+$'(&(#'E$
0#2"+1+!"$%!=%8,"+4+(/-%&/$1#%0+==#)?%
("2'$2'$'(277$&$)*,'2/#+&-7#$/200#+#,)#8
[#%$1#1-#+$'(&(#'$'(277$0&<*3+$

-/"02--+"3%=!)%1'#%*/$1%8/J!)+1.%!=%
("#2+$%&'(#=$%"#+#&'$)*1.*'(2,4$2'$
&$"2($2,$93'(+2&=$L#74231=$S#+1&,6$
&,/$("#$[#("#+7&,/'=$%2("$&+*3,/$
bP$.#+)#,($*0$%&'(#$)*1.*'(#/8$!"#$
1*'($%&'(#$2'$+#)6)7#/$2,$S#+1&,6$
%2("$ab$.#+)#,(=$L#74231$^Q$.#+)#,(=$
M%#/#,$^c$.#+)#,($&,/$@'(*,2&$
&,/$H+#7&,/=$-*("$&($^a$.#+)#,(8$
H,)2,#+&(2*,$2'$'(277$.*.37&+=$%2("$d^$
.#+)#,($*0$%&'(#$-#2,4$2,)2,#+&(#/$2,$
Y#,1&+:=$ac$.#+)#,($2,$\3;#1-*3+4$
&,/$M%#/#,=$^_$.#+)#,($2,$("#$
[#("#+7&,/'Z$&,/$'*$2($4*#'$*,8
:'+$%+$%1'#%2)$1%1+8#%;,)!$1/1%

"&'$.3-72'"#/$/&(&$*,$+#)6)72,4$
&,/$)*1.*'(2,4$("&($'"*%'$
("#$@C$2'$'(&+(2,4$(*$(&:#$%&'(#$
+#/3)(2*,$'#+2*3'76=$*+$&($7#&'($
("#$/&(&$)*77#)(2*,$#7#1#,(8

e2((2,4$!"#$e#&/72,#'

;KLMN:O%M7%%&'(#=$-*("$7#4&7$&,/$
277#4&7=$&7'*$1&/#$("#$"#&/72,#'$2,$
D&+)"$%2("$("#$.3-72)&(2*,$*0$&$,#%$
+#.*+($0+*1$("#$@3+*.#&,$@,<2+*,1#,($
94#,)6$f@@9g8!"#$%&!"'%()*%!+),-&,$!
./!0(&!12$7**:'$&($("#$2,)+#&'#$*0$
)+*''F-*+/#+$%&'(#$'"2.1#,('$&,/$
#;&12,#'$("#$4+*%2,4$.+*-7#1$*0$
277#4&7$#;.*+('8$e*%#<#+=$2($'(&+('$*3($
%2("$("#$/2')7&21#+$("&($("#$.#+)#2<#/$
2,)+#&'#$2,$277#4&7$'"2.1#,('$1&6$
53'($-#$/3#$(*$-#((#+$1*,2(*+2,48$H($
4*#'$*,$(*$'&6$("&($("#$/&(&$2'$,*($
&/#K3&(#$(*$&')#+(&2,$%"#("#+$("#$
(+#&(1#,($2,$("#$)*3,(+6$+#)#2<2,4$
("#$%&'(#$2'$1*+#$#,<2+*,1#,(&776F
0+2#,/76$*+$1*+#$)*'(F#00#)(2<#8$M*$
%"&($/*#'$("2'$+#.*+($(#77$3'N
\#42(21&(#$'"2.1#,('$*0$"&B&+/*3'$

&,/$.+*-7#1&(2)$%&'(#$"&<#$

+"4)#/$#0%$+3"+24/"1-.?%&+1'%1'#%
1&5*+2(6$+#1&2,2,4$%2("2,$("#$@CE'$
-*+/#+'8$I&'(#$(&;$.7&6'$&$.&+($"#+#$
&'$)*3,(+2#'$%2("$7*%$f*+$#<#,$,*g$
(&+200'$2,$.7&)#=$&))*+/2,4$(*$("#$
+#.*+(=$W124"(X$+#)#2<#$%&'(#$0+*1$
"24"$%&'(#$(&;$&+#&'8$!"#$@@9$'(*.'$
(*$42<#$("#$@C$&$.&($*,$("#$-&):=$
'&62,4$("&($("#$.*72(2)&7$&1-2(2*,$*0$
>#+"3%$#-=P$,=24+#"1%=!)%-/"02--%/"0%
*("#+$%&'(#$/2'.*'&7$&)(2<2(2#'$"&'$
W&71*'($-##,$&)"2#<#/X=$-3($&)"2#<#/$
&)+*''$("#$%"*7#$@C$&+#&$&,/$,*($2,$
2,/2<2/3&7$1#1-#+$'(&(#'=$&'$'#($*3($
+"%1'#%Q/$1#%7)/8#&!)@%C+)#41+*#6%
M*1#$'"2..2,4$*0$%&'(#$%2("2,$("#$
;F%+$%J,$1+2#0?%$/.$%1'#%E3#"4.?%
&'$(+#&(1#,($0&)272(2#'$2,$("#$*7/#+$
1#1-#+$'(&(#'$&+#$1*+#$'*."2'(2)&(#/$
&,/$42<#$-#((#+$#,<2+*,1#,(&7$
.+*(#)(2*,$("&,$("*'#$2,$("#$,#%8
H77#4&7$'"2.1#,('$*0$%&'(#$&+#$&7'*$

*,$("#$2,)+#&'#$&,/=$%"27#$'#,/2,4$
#F%&'(#$*3('2/#$("#$@CE'$-*+/#+'$2'$
277#4&7=$[SV'$+#.*+($("&($2($'$$4*2,4$*,$
&,/$2($'$$7#&/2,4$(*$'#<#+#$#,<2+*,1#,($
&,/$"#&7("$.+*-7#1'8$!"#$@@9$'&6'$
&,&76'2'$*0$(+&/#$'(&(2'(2)'$-&):'$("2'$
,(%/"0%+1%8#"1+!"$%1'#%0+=24,-1.%!=%
%&'(#$-#2,4$/#)7&+#/$&'$'#)*,/F"&,/$
4**/'$*,$'"2..2,4$/#)7&+&(2*,'=$)&772,4$
0*+$1*+#$'(+2,4#,($+#.*+(2,4$*,$("#$
#;.*+('$*0$#F%&'(#$G1*+#$*0$%"2)"$2,$
,#;($1*,("E'$3."4<6%:'#%()!>-#8%
*0$("#$277#4&7$/31.2,4$*0$"&B&+/*3'$
%&'(#$%&'$"24"724"(#/$-6$.2+&(#'$
2,$M*1&72&=$%"*$"2($("#$"#&/72,#'$
#&+72#+$("2'$6#&+$)7&212,4$("#2+$+&,'*1$
/#1&,/'$0*+$"25&):#/$'"2.'$%#+#$&$
1#&,'$*0$W+#&)(2,4$(*$("#$(*;2)$%&'(#$
("&($"&'$-##,$)*,(2,3&776$/31.#/$*,$
("#$'"*+#'$*0$*3+$)*3,(+6$0*+$,#&+76$
OP$6#&+'X8$!"2'$)7&21$%&'$'3..*+(#/$
-6$("#$C[$#,<*6$0*+$M*1&72&$%"*$
(*7/$97$h&B##+&$("&($("#+#$%&'$W+#72&-7#$
2,0*+1&(2*,X$("&($@3+*.#&,$&,/$9'2&,$
)*1.&,2#'$&+#$+*3(2,#76$/31.2,4$
(*;2)$&,/$,3)7#&+$%&'(#$*00$("#$)*&'($
*0$M*1&72&8$!"#$2,)+#&'#$2,$-*("$7#4&7$
/"0%+--#3/-%&/$1#%1)/=24%$'!&$%1'#%
21.*+(&,)#$*0$.+*/3)#+$+#'.*,'2-272(6$
("+*34"*3($("#$%"*7#$720#)6)7#$&,/$
("#$,##/$(*$)+#&(#$&$'#70F'3..*+(#/$
1&+:#($0*+$-*("$+#)6)72,4$&,/$
+#)6)7#/$.+*/3)('$&($"*1#8$AHID

Kathryn Sheridan is the founder of 
Sustainability Consult, an environmental 
communications and issues management 
network. For more information visit  
www.sustainabilityconsult.com
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